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Powerball draw 1343
Winning numbers: 19, 32, 5, 31, 
3, 26, 16. 
Powerball: 6.
Division 1: Jackpotted.
Division 2: $128,580.25.
Division 3: $4741.70.
Division 4: $407.70.
Division 5: $170.20.
Division 6: $74.55.
Division 7: $45.15.
Division 8: $18.25.
Division 9: $11.00.

NEWCASTLE Herald inves-
tigative reporter Donna Page 
has taken out the top gong 
at ACM's inaugural national 
journalism awards.

Page was named journalist 
of the year at Australia's larg-
est independent news media 
company during an online 
ceremony yesterday, where 
the Newcastle Herald was 
also named the daily mast-
head of the year.

Court reporter Sam 
Rigney was recognised for 
his behind the scenes look 
at how investigators nabbed 
Sayle Newson for the mur-
der of Carly McBride while 
photographer Marina Neil 
captured the best daily sport 
photograph for a stunning 
shot of Carissa Moore during 
Newcastle's WSL event.

The ACM Excellence 
Awards were held for the first 
time in 2022 and winners 
were announced across 27 
categories. 

Among the award recip-
ients was Joanne Crawford 
who received the Lifetime 
Achievement award for near-
ly 40 years with the organisa-
tion at the Newcastle Herald, 
the Maitland Mercury, the 
Central Western Daily, and as 
head of content and shared 
services. Ms Crawford retires 
in February.

ACM 
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for Page, 
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'Endangered' koala 
listing is questioned
PORT Stephens Koala Hos-
pital "still have questions" 
around a federal decision to 
list the iconic Australian an-
imal as endangered.

"It's a very welcome an-
nouncement but there's 
no detail," President Ron 
Land said.

"I've been involved in the 
plight of many local koala 
conservation groups and we 
would love to see endan-
gered species legislation. 
But it has to have teeth to be 
meaningful."

Federal Environment Min-
ister Sussan Ley on Friday 
announced koala popula-
tions in NSW, Queensland 
and ACT will be listed as 
"endangered", instead of 
"vulnerable".

"The impact of prolonged 
drought, followed by the 
Black Summer bushfires, 
and the cumulative impacts 
of disease, urbanisation and 
habitat loss over the past 
twenty years have led to the 
advice," she said.

Mr Land says more than 
an announcement, gov-
ernment needs to legislate 
change that will protect koa-
la populations.

"What we would like to see 
is the minster's statement 

enshrined either by legisla-
tion or by gazettal - but both 
processes take time," he said.

"We also want to know 
what impact, if any, this fed-
eral announcement has on 
state legislation and on local 
council when considering 
development applications 
that may affect koala habitat."

Port Stephens Council 
Natural Systems Coordina-
tor, Rean Lourens, said the 
council is "very supportive of 
any measures that will assist 

in saving koala populations 
and habitat in the LGA".

However, Mr Lourens said 
council undertakes assess-
ments under NSW legisla-
tion and does not have a role 
in referring development 
applications to the federal 
government under the Envi-
ronment Protection and Bi-
odiversity Conservation Act.

"The Australian and NSW 
governments have a bilateral 
agreement that allows sig-
nificant impacts on federally 

listed species to be offset un-
der state legislation," he said.

Federal Member for Pat-
terson Meryl Swanson was 
scathing in a statement, say-
ing it is "disgraceful" the en-
dangered listing took so long.

"Habitat loss is the biggest 
risk to the koala, and yet this 
government continues to al-
low thousands of hectares to 
be cleared for projects such 
as Brandy Hill Quarry," Ms 
Swanson said. 

A 2017 preliminary de-

termination by the NSW 
Scientific Committee - which 
supported a proposal to list 
the koala population of Port 
Stephens as endangered - 
cited a 2007 report putting 
the area's koala numbers 
at 800.

Mr Land said that his or-
ganisation "agrees with the 
2007 population estimate 
but believes the current 
number of adult koalas to be 
350 at best".
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ENDANGERED: Federal Environment Minister Sussan Ley on Friday announced koala populations in NSW, 
Queensland and ACT will change from their previous listing of "vulnerable". Picture: Simone De Peak
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Clean Up Australia Day is on
Sunday 6 March and we need you!
The popularity of our open spaces during COVID-19 has taken its
toll on our environment, with single-use plastics, face masks and
takeaway coffee cups littering our parks, streets and beaches.
We’re calling on you to register a Clean Up site. It’s easy: pick an
area in need of a tidy and sign up online. You can run a Clean Up
event as an individual, community group, school or business.

Register today at cleanup.org.au and receive a free Clean Up kit.


